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environment, they have a wide variety of prey they go 
after.  These birds have been known to go after birds as 
big as pheasants, squirrels, lizards, carrions, but the 
main make up of their diet are small mammals such as 
mice and voles.   
  

To some the Red-tailed hawk is also known as the 
Chicken hawk. I have heard at least three stories as to 
how this magnificent bird ended up with this funky name. 
These hawks, like most other birds of prey, are 
opportunistic. When farmers are plowing their fields, 
turning up displaced mice and insects, Red Tails can be 
seen running around like ñchickensò snatching up the 
easy food.  Another version: The chicken farmer notices 
that a bird has snatched a chicken.  When he looks up 
for the culprit he sees the Red-tail soaring above, not 
realizing that it was a Cooperôs hawk or other critter 
doing the snatch and run.  And finally the last version I 
know of on how this bird got the name of the Chicken 
Hawk:  it is not uncommon for first year Red-tails on the 
brink of starving, go after the easy game of fenced in 
chickens. 
 

For a rehabber the Red-tailed Hawk is generally an easy 
bird to work with. Once you learn how they defend 
themselves they are very easy to catch and handle. 
They are one of the most common hawks we get in for 
rehab. Their injuries are often due to being hit by a 
vehicle, but they also come in because they have been 
shot, or because they are starving due to illness or lack 
of hunting skills (only about 40% of first year birds make 
it through their first winter). I am currently working with 3 
Red-tail hawks now. One is a 2

nd
 year bird that was 

shot, another  came in starving and will need to learn to 
hunt better, and another was hit by a car and suffered 
some damage to the wing.  So far this year I have 
released four other Red-tails. One was shot, one was 

The Red Tail Hawk 
By Cara Huffman  
 

The Red-tailed Hawk, Buteo jamaicensis, is a very 
versatile hawk and can be found all across the United 
States, most of Canada, and into Mexico.  Weight wise, 
they are the largest hawk here on the east coast and 
only the Ferruginous Hawk and Rough-legged Hawk 
exceed the Red-tailed in measurements. Red-tails are 
known for the reddish color tail feathers, which they 
obtain in their second year. Although the birdôs plumage 
can vary, and there are at least 4 light-morph, and 3 dark
-morph subspecies, the two most obvious field marks are 
the reddish tail and dark patagial marks on the 
underwing.    
 

They can be found in open fields, forest edges, and 
along the roadways. I rehabbed one adult Red-tailed 
hawk that had a fondness for hunting along the busiest 
freeways in California. The first time he came in I plucked 
him off of the middle media between 6 lanes of rush hour 
traffic. After repairing his broken leg (one pin was left in) 
he was released in a nice open area. About three months 
later, and about 50 miles north along another very busy 
stretch of freeway, a bird was rescued and brought to 
me.  While doing the physical exam, I notice he had a pin 
in his leg. Now how many Red-tails are out there with a 
pin in their leg? At this point he obtained the nickname of 
Freeway. This time he just had some road rash. After a 
few weeks of R&R he was released again, but this time 
far, far away. I am sure he found the nearest freeway to 
hunt by. 
 

Since the Red-tail can be found in almost every 

WILDLIFE EMERGENCY H OTLINE  
(518) 964-6740 

 

This phone is staffed by volunteers.  If you get a message, 
please leave detailed information and repeat your phone 
number.  If you have an injured or orphaned animal in your 
possession, please be sure it is secured in a pet carrier or 
cardboard box in a quiet, dark room and do not offer food or 
water.  Keep babies warm, do not overheat.  Do not handle 
any animal with bare hands and do not attempt to capture an 
animal unless you are sure it is safe to do so.  We 
sometimes have problems staffing the Hotline, so please be 
patient and call back if you do not hear from us within two 
hours of your call.  Calls to this number are billed as if you 
were calling Lake George.   
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CALENDAR  
 

MONTHLY  MEETINGS  
 

Monthly meetings are held on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month at 7 PM at the 
Jewish Community Center in Saratoga 
Springs.  Meetings are open to the public. 
 
JCC Directions - Jewish Community Center 
is located at 84 Weibel Avenue in Saratoga 
Springs (across from the Tractor Supply 
Building off Exit 15 of the Adirondack 
Northway/I-87). Further information and 
directions can be found at: 
www.northcountrywildcare.org.  
 
We are very grateful to the Congregation 
Shaara Tfille (JCC) for allowing us to meet 
at their synagogue. 
 

W INTER  TRAINING  
 
Training workshops are held from October 
to May each year.   Other training may be 
scheduled throughout the year. Training 
courses are free of charge and open to the 
public. 

 
REMINDERS /UPDATES  
 
Send us your e-mail address if you want to 
be sent reminders about our meetings and 
t r a i n i n g s .  C h e c k  o u r  w e b s i t e 
(www.northcountrywildcare.org) for the most 
up-to-date information.  If weather is ñiffyò 
please call ahead. 
 

NCWC CONTACTS  
 

PRESS:               Donna Topolski  371-0709 
 

MEMBERSHIP and TRAINING:  

                            Lisa Penistan  494-4891 
 

DONATIONS:      Ginni Campbell  532-9492 
 

HOTLINE:            Becky Sutton  893-2408 

                            Trish Marki     644-2146 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

                            Laura Von Rosk 532-7207 

 
A copy of our latest annual report may be 
obtained upon request to us or to: 

Attorney General,  Charities Bureau, 
120 Broadway, New York, NY  10271. 

Public Programs  
NCWC Members are available to present educational programs to 
schools, civic groups and community organizations in slide format.  This 
presentation includes a description of our organization, steps involved in 
becoming a wildlife rehabilitator and photos and stories of creatures that 
NCWC volunteers have rehabilitated.  NCWC does not charge a fee for 
these programs but requests a donation. 
 

To schedule programs, please contact our hotline at (518) 964-6740 or e
-mail ncwc@northcountrywildcare.org. 

2009 Winter Training Schedule  

Join us at our upcoming training sessions to learn what you can 
do to help and how to become a Licensed Wildlife Rehabilitator. 
Our winter training courses are typically held from 1 - 4 PM at the 
Saratoga Public Library.  A tentative schedule appears below. 
Space is often limited for these training programs, so if you would 
like to attend please call Lisa Penistan at 518-494-4891, or email: 
ncwc@northcountrywildcare.org. Walk-ins will be accommodated 
as space allows. 
 

DATE               TOPIC   

Jan 11           Patient Stabilization & Injection Techniques 
Feb 2             Wound Care & Bandaging  
April 19         Telephone Tips & How To Duck   
May 17          Raising Baby Mammals   
May 31          Capture & Transport of Injured & Orphaned Wildlife  
June 28         Raising Baby Birds 
 

Although children are permitted to attend the classes, anyone 
under 16 must be accompanied by an adult and no one under 18 
will be allowed to handle animals or equipment. These classes 
are offered free of charge, but donations to help cover the cost of 
copies and supplies are greatly appreciated. 

Above: Baby Flying Squirrel 
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MEMBERS 

 

SCHROON RIVER  

ANIMAL  HOSPITAL 
 

150 Schroon River Road 

Warrensburg , NY  12885 

(518) 623-3181   
 

BRIAN LANDENBERGER, DVM 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OU R 

PARTICIPATING VETERI NARIANS  

AND TO ALL THE VETERINARIANS WHO 

HAVE DONATED THEIR SERVICES   

 

Membership is free and reserved for active  
volunteers.  All donors receive our newsletter. 

Cara Huffman 
Colleen Kimble   
Nancy Kimball 
Debbie Lack   
Julie LaFountain   
Lorinda Leonardi   
Kathy Lineaweaver 
Rebecca Little 
Trish & Bernie Marki 
Ruth Martino  
Linda Nichols   
Patty Rutland  
Emily Shako 
Deborah Sien 
Barbara Stranahan 
Becky Sutton  
Donna Topolski   
Sarah Unger 
Laura Von Rosk 
Vicki Vosburgh 

Karin Badey 
Erin Blair 
Julia Brosnihan  
Judy Brown   
Meg Brown   
Wendy Burkowski 
Erika Burkowski  
Virginia Campbell  
Shawn Cebula 
Crystal & Larry Collier  
Craig Coon 
Sharon Dame 
Maria Dorr-Dorynek  
Mary Frances Farrell 
Dave Forman 
Nancy Fragale 
Denise Fuoco 
Judith Grose-Johnson 
Wendy Hall 
Dean Holbrook 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT:  
   Hello all NCWC supporters! Another rehab year is coming to a 
close and we are cleaning cages and submitting our yearly reports to 
the state and federal authorities. It's time again to begin setting goals 
for the next year. We plan on presenting more educational sessions, 
and being more involved in community events to help the public 
understand the issues of wild animals and how we can help. We also 
will be putting more emphasis on fundraising to help our rehabbers 
with food, medication, and supplies. Our website has been recently 
updated with new information and a Paypal link for donations. Take a 
look and let us know what you think!  
   NCWC is continually growing and expanding and needs your help. 
Not all of our members are licensed rehabilitators. We have many 
committees that members can participate in, even if they feel that 
animal rehabbing is not a good fit for them. All it takes is an interest 
in animals. We are in continual need of people to help with 
fundraising, helping with public education, membership recruiting, 
staffing the hotline, clerical work, training, and public relations. If you 
feel you would like to help or have something to contribute, please 
feel free to attend a meeting.  
 

Belinda Howe  
NCWC President  

The Ballston Spa  
Veterinary Clinic  

 

365 Saratoga Ave.  

Ballston Spa, NY 
(518) 885-5650 
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BAT RESCUE 
by MaryFrances Farrell  
 

Imagine you have just returned from vacation. The 
weather has been especially warm and comfortable 
during this early August week. When you arrive home it is 
early evening and you long for the comfort of your 
familiar surroundings and to fall asleep in your own bed. 
As you open the front door and turn on the living room 
lights you notice something out of the corner of your eye 
attached to the drape above the light switch. As you 
approach you see some small movement, you take a 
deep breath and know instantly it is a bat. At the same 
time, there are other peculiar movements and your eye 
picks up other bats in various places. Two of the bats lie 
limply on the floor, others are attached, but unmoving, on 
window sills and curtains.  All together you judge there 
are at least 10 bats. Your heart beats faster, your mind, 
tired and sluggish up till now, is hit by the charge of 
adrenalin just pumped through your body. Fear sets in 
and you feel almost paralyzed.  
 

Just as suddenly you remember having read a great deal 
about the good these beautiful mammals are doing for 
our earth, and how NYS is experiencing tragic losses in 4 
species due to an unknown illness. You are suddenly 
struck with awareness that these creatures had somehow 
found their way inside your home during your absence, 
and then became trapped.  After taking a deep breath 
you are able to retrieve the bodies of those bats already 
dead, and find a container to place the live one. 
Fortunately you remembered "NO BARE HANDS".  
 

After another quick look around to be sure a bat had not 
been missed, you finish the job of unpacking from 
vacation, and finally, settle down for a much needed night 
of rest. 
 

Morning came much too soon, and with dreams of flying 
creatures, your own bed had not seemed to bring about 
needed rest. Upon calling DEC, you are directed to the 
person who will come and take the bats away. It is then 
you learn the bats were all juveniles who were born early 
June in your attic, and chose your absence to begin 

learning how to fly. Unfortunately, they made the wrong 
turn, instead of following their mothers outside for a 
night of flying and feeding on insects, they ended up in 
your living space. Trapped now, they flew about 
aimlessly, until exhausted and dehydrated, they lay 
weak and dying. Now that maternity season is close to 
ending, you are informed it may be time to find a way to 
exclude bats from your home, so this tragedy is not 
repeated next year. 
 

This story happens to be a true one, having occurred 
this past summer in New York State's capital area. 
Perhaps not as common as one would expect, 
nevertheless, the story reminds one of the need to 
learn how to live consciously in relation to all creatures 
of the earth. One small bit of education and awareness 
in our own environment will prepare a homeowner to 
learn simple ways of being able to capture or rescue 
bats that find themselves trapped in dwellings. These 
methods will cause no harm to either human or bat. Not 
being prepared usually results in blunt force trauma to 
the trapped bat, which was the outcome of the story. 
After 1 week in rehabilitation it was clear the spinal cord 
injury would not heal and paralysis of the legs was 
permanent. 
The only choice remaining was euthanasia.  
 

It is a scene to be repeated more and more often as 
natural habitat is replaced by housing developments, 
shopping malls, or any expansion that does not 
consider all of nature in an environmental impact study. 
 

The following sites may help to provide information and 
education about bats as our neighbor: 
1.  www batworld.org is located in Mineral Wells, TX . 
Basic education regarding capture and rescue of bats 
is provided on the website. The following statement 
comes from a brochure entitled "What to do if you find 
a Bat":   "Quietly approach the bat using a towel, thick 
gloves, or something similar, gently gather the bat up 
and place it into a box or other container with a lid. Or 
simply place a box, waste can, coffee can, or other 
object over the bat where it has landed. Then take a 

(Continued on page 5) 


